
Rising 9th Grade
 Information 

Welcome 
To 

Taylor High 
School



Administration

Principal: Dr. Melinda Stone

Associate Principal: Karlyn Fuquay

9th Grade Assistant Principal: Patrick Wallace

Teaching & Learning/Instruction Assistant Principal: Dr. Kelly Brod

Teaching & Learning/Special Education Assistant Principal: Aisha 
Montanez



Taylor High School
Counseling Team

A - Castilla - Alicia Leung 

Castillo - Gara - To Be Determined

Garc - Jana - Jean Borzik , Lead Counselor

Janb - McCo -  Carol Cowand 

McCr - Po - Angie Sticker 

Pr-Spann - Brandye Simper 

Spas - Z - Karmen Mundt 

Shelby Nilsen - College and Career Facilitator

A - L - Lakeyshea Hairston, Secretary

M - Z - Kathy Howard, Secretary



Getting 
Connected

Clubs and Organizations 



The FHSP + Endorsement
Course/credit requirements
English – 4 credits
• English I, II, III, and an additional/advanced English
Math – 4 credits
• Algebra I, Geometry, and an additional/advanced 

math
Science – 4 credits
• Biology, and one course  from IPC, or Chemistry, or 

Physics, and one additional/advanced science
Social Studies – 3 credits
• US History, .5 credit government, .5 credit 

economics, and either World History or  World 
Geography

LOTE – 2 credits 
• Credits must be in the same language
Fine Arts – 1 credit

Physical Education – 1 credit

Electives – 7 credits, including
• A communication skills component

Examples: Professional Communications, 
Debate, Leadworthy, Theater 1

Total Credits:
26 Credits



The Foundation High 
School Program
Choosing an Endorsement:  

Business & Industry
Public Services
Arts & Humanities
STEM
Multidisciplinary

Students will have the opportunity to change 
their endorsement.

More information can be found in SchooLinks.

       



Distinguished Level of Achievement (DLA)

•The Distinguished Level of Achievement (DLA) is earned through 
successful completion of: 

•All requirements for the Foundation High School Program, plus  

•The requirements of at least one endorsement,  including

   Algebra II among the four required math credits

 A student must graduate with a Distinguished Level of Achievement (DLA) 
to be considered for the Top 10% and eligibility for automatic admission to a 
Texas public college or university. 



TOP 10% Rule
A student whose class rank* is in the top 10 percent of the graduating 
class may be eligible for automatic admission consideration at a Texas 
public college or university. 

*Class rank must be based on the student’s rank at the end of the 11th 
grade, middle of 12th grade, or at high school graduation, whichever is 
most recent at the college or university’s application deadline.

UT Austin has lowered it’s automatic admission threshold to top 5%.



State End-of-Course 
Testing Requirements

The following 5 end-of-course (EOC) 
assessments are required:

✔ English I 
✔ English II
✔ Algebra I
✔ Biology
✔ US History 

The student must pass each of the 
five EOC assessments to meet state 
graduation requirements.



Grade Point Average (GPA)

        *Information can be found in the Grading 
and Reporting Handbook



Grade Classifications

*Information can be found in the Grading and 
Reporting Handbook



Texas First Early High School 
Completion Program
The Texas First Program recognizes high-achieving students and 
enables eligible students to graduate early with the Distinguished 
Level of Achievement and receive a scholarship. 

Texas First Program offers eligible students an opportunity to earn up 
to a year in scholarship money to attend any Texas public institution of 
higher education, including colleges, universities, and technical 
colleges. 

More information can be found on TEA's website. 



Course Selection

� Students will receive a Course Selection information from the junior high counselor.

� Students will complete a Course Planner AND 4-year plan (Personalized Plan) in 
SchooLinks. 

� List alternate choices in the order of preference.

� The Course Catalog is available online through SchooLinks.

� 8th grade Counselors will meet with students individually to go over courses for next year. 

� There is no guarantee students will get their first-choice electives or courses.



Schedule Changes

� Schedule Changes for the school year will be allowed only in the following cases:

◦ Error in scheduling by the school (data entry error);

◦ Student has not met course prerequisites;

◦ Student has already earned credit for the course;

◦ Change in program (athletics, fine arts, etc.);

◦ Level changes as recommended by the teacher and counselor, with parent and principal approval;

◦ Student did not meet standard on STAAR/EOC exam.

*Please make selections carefully.*

NO elective changes will be honored after the course selection window has closed. Schedule changes will not be 
honored throughout the school year, so choose your courses carefully.



Choosing Courses -English

◦English 1 Academic
◦English 1 KAP (Katy Advanced Placement)
◦English 1 KAP/GT (Only GT Students)



Choosing Courses - Math

◦Algebra 1
◦Geometry (Algebra 1 in 8th Grade)
◦Geometry KAP (Katy Advanced Placement)
◦Geometry KAP/GT (Only GT Students)
◦Algebra II (Only if taken Algebra 1 & Geometry in JH)
◦Algebra II KAP 
◦Algebra II KAP/GT (Only GT Students)



Choosing Courses - Science

◦Biology
◦Biology KAP (Katy Advanced Placement)
◦Biology KAP/GT (Only GT Students)



Choosing Courses – Social Studies

•World Geography
• KAP World Geography
• AP Human Geography
• AP Human Geography GT (Only GT Students)

*Note: can take either or World Geography or World 
History for graduation, do not require both.



Choosing Courses – Electives

Student will choose 3 electives of their choice.

Reminder student do need the following for graduation:

1 year of Fine Art
1 year of PE
2 year of a foreign language
Class with a speech component



Choosing Courses – PE & Fine Arts

Student Athletes- Choose one athletic program.  For 
multiple sport athlete, select sport that comes first. 
Coach will work with counselor to move student to 
next sport.

Band, Color Guard and Dance do have a PE credit 
option.  If interested in this option, talk to your Junior 
High counselor about using the correct course code.



Planning Ahead

  
� Open to Juniors & Seniors
� Offer CTE courses not offered at THS
� Certifications
� Some classes may have prerequisite requirements and 

require planning



Physical Education Class Options

Skill-Based Lifetime Activities

• “Regular” PE

• Heath and Fitness Principles

Outdoor Pursuits

• TPWD Hunter Education*
• NASP Archery
• TPWD Boaters Education*
• Outdoor Skills (Camping, Navigation, 

and Shelter Building)
• Outdoor Games

*Can earn TPWD Certification



Dual Credit Enrollment
• A system in which an eligible high school student successfully 

completes a college course(s) that is paired to a high school course 
and receives credit for the course on both the college and the high 
school transcripts.

• Dual Credit courses in KISD are generally taught by a KISD 
teacher who is also employed by Houston Community College. 
There may be times when the course is taught online by an HCC 
professor. If possible, the student will be placed in a “study hall” 
class period to provide them with school day time to work on 
their online college class. 

• Dual credit courses are college classes first and high school 
classes second. 
● Students and teachers are required to follow all HCC policies, 

i.e. attendance, grading, academic honesty, etc.



Dual Credit Enrollment









Dual Credit Enrollment
• Specific sequence of courses students must take starting 

freshman in order to complete CTE Level 1 or associate 
degree programs

• The majority of student credit courses become available to 
students starting their junior year in high school.

• Only dual credit course freshman can take is dual credit 
BIM (Business Information Management)

• Most dual credit courses require students to be college level 
ready
● Must meet specific requirements on the ACT, SAT, or 

TSIA2
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